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Department Assists in State Emergency Response Amid
Holiday Season Celebrations

The holiday season is officially here: a time
for joy, celebration, and gratitude. Here at
the Department, we are grateful for New
York’s agricultural community—from the
delicious food prepared for loved ones to
the beautiful trees that light up our homes
with holiday cheer, it is a privilege to enjoy
the bounty of New York’s farmers.

Over the last month, millions of New
Yorkers have had to face an unprecedented
loss of food assistance following the federal
government shutdown. The Department is
proud to be working to combat food insecurity as part of $106 million in funds
fast tracked by Governor Hochul to help those in need to continue to put food
on the table. This includes $25 million in new funding for Nourish New York,
which helps bring New York-produced food to populations who need it most
through the state’s network of food relief organizations, and additional funding
for the FreshConnect Emergency Response Program, which is helping New
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Yorkers in need to receive $20 of FreshConnect Checks once per week at
participating farmers’ markets until December 31, 2025 or while supplies
last. Providing this additional funding to critical feeding assistance programs
will help make available more local foods to our communities facing food
insecurity.

During this season of good will, gratitude, and giving, we are proud to help
provide fresh, healthy foods to those who need it most and make this time of
year a little bit brighter for our fellow New Yorkers.

Keep Food-Borne llinesses Off the Menu this Holiday
Season

For many New Yorkers, one of the
most special parts of the holiday
season is a coming together with
friends and family to cook and share
delicious, festive meals. To prevent
these beloved traditions from being
spoiled by foodborne illnesses, the
Department reminds New Yorkers to
take the proper food safety
precautions when cooking!

Some tips include:

Don't wash turkey or other poultry.

Washing the poultry can cause

bacteria to spread up to three feet

away, as the water is likely to splash
onto clean counters, cutting boards, sink handles, etc. Cooking the turkey
or chicken to a temperature of at least 165°F will kill any bacteria that
may be present.

¢ Use the refrigerator, the cold-water method, or the microwave to defrost
frozen meat.

¢ Use a meat thermometer. A whole turkey or chicken should be checked
in three locations: the innermost part of the thigh, the innermost part of
the wing, and the thickest part of the breast. The thermometer should
register at least 165°F in all three of these places.

e Always keep your work areas clean and don’t cross contaminate by
keeping meat, seafood, and eggs separate from all foods during
preparation.

e Don't store food outside, even if it's cold. Curious critters can get into the
food, or the sun can heat up and climb into the danger zone (above
40°F). Keep extra food at a safe temperature (below 40°F) in a
refrigerator or in a cooler with ice.

e |eftovers are good in the refrigerator for up to four days. If the leftovers
won’t be used right away, they should be packed into freezer bags or
airtight containers and freeze.

These easy tips will help keep you and your loved ones safe this holiday
season. For additional food safety tips, contact the Department of Agriculture
and Markets Food Safety Division to request to speak to a food safety expert,



or read the New York State Department of Health’s quidelines.

Companion Animal Capital Grant Fund Opens Next Round

Every pet deserves a safe and loving
place to call home. Many pets rely on the
support and care of the hardworking staff
at animal shelters and humane societies to
keep them safe, healthy, and happy before
finding their forever families.

To support these organizations, Governor
Hochul announced $10 million is available
to animal shelters and humane societies
through New York’s Companion Animal
Capital Fund program. This funding that
will allow them to make critical upgrades to
their facilities.

New York was the first state in the nation to fund capital projects for animal
shelters, and since the launch of the Companion Animal Capital Fund program
in 2017, New York has dedicated over $48 million to the program and awarded
161 projects across the state to help keep our furry friends safe. The
Department is proud to continue supporting the shelters and humane societies
that provide lifesaving veterinary care, offer critical socialization and
enrichment activities, and work to find loving, lifelong homes for the animals in
their care. Learn more about the Companion Animal Capital Fund here

Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Grant Program
Announces Awards

The Department announced that nearly
$1.7 million has been awarded to 20 farm
and food businesses to help them
purchase equipment through the Resilient
Food Systems Infrastructure (RFSI) Grant
Program. Investing in farm and food
businesses bolsters the State’s middle of
the food supply chain, ultimately helping
get more fresh, local foods to New Yorkers.

We congratulate all the awardees and look
forward to seeing the impact these projects
have on our communities in the years to
come! Read more about the awarded projects here.

Urban Farms and Community Gardens Grant Program
Awards Third Round of Funding
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New York State is home to more than
3,000 urban and community gardens.
These urban growing spaces are an
essential piece of the puzzle in New
York’'s food system, helping to
strengthen local food supply chains
and increase underserved
communities’ access to nutritious,
farm-fresh food.

In  November, the Department
announced that $2.5 million has been
awarded to 51 organizations across
the state through the third round of
our Urban Farms and Community
Gardens Grant Program. Funding for
the program, which was included in the Fiscal Year 2025 and 2026 Enacted
Budgets, builds on Governor Hochul's commitment to increasing affordability
and food access for all New Yorkers.

The funding will help the awarded organizations managing these spaces to
expand gardens, build structures, purchase equipment, and establish
educational programs.

Congratulations to all the awardees! You can learn to more about the program
and the recipients here.

SLF Grid Searches Conducted in Ripley, New York

The Department and the Lake Erie
Regional Grape Program (LERGP)
partnered together on a comprehensive,
coordinated effort to conduct grid
searches for the invasive Spotted
Lanternfly (SLF) in and around Ripley,
New York. This collaborative initiative
reflects a shared commitment to
safeguard the region’s grape industry and
reassure growers that state partners and
the land-grant system are working
together to address the potential impacts
of SLF on New York’s agricultural crops.

The grid searches, conducted by trained teams from AGM’s Division of Plant
Industry and LERGP, used systematic, block-by-block visual scouting to look
for all SLF life stages, including egg masses and adults. Surveys, which took
place over the course of a few weeks, prioritized high-risk corridors and
habitats, including vineyard edges, transportation routes, rail lines, warehouse
areas, and sites with Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima), a preferred host.
Data was mapped and shared in real time to inform follow-up actions and, if
necessary, containment and eradication efforts.
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Learn more about this initiative here.

Belgioioso Cheese to Invest $23 Million for Expansion
Projects in New York

In November, Governor Hochul
announced Wisconsin-based
cheesemaker BelGioioso Cheese is
upgrading and expanding its operations in
New York State, investing over $23 million
at its facilities in Glenville, Schenectady
County and Campbell, Steuben County.
This expansion will create at least 30 new
jobs between the two sites and use an
additional 100 million pounds of milk from
New York State’s dedicated dairy farmers.

This expansion builds on Governor
Hochul's commitment to expanding the
dairy manufacturing sector in New York State. In the last few years, New York
has celebrated investments across the state, including a $650 million fairlife
production plant in Webster, a $30 million expansion to the Agri-Mark cheese
manufacturing facility in Chateaugay, a new $1.2 billion Chobani facility in
Rome, Oneida County, and more, helping New York continue to be the leading
producer of milk in the Northeast.

Read more about the expansion and how it will enhance New York’s dairy
industry here.

Grow-NY Competition Awards Brekland Grand Prize

e For seven years, the Grow-NY Summit has
Grow-NY awarded prizes to innovative food and
agriculture startups from across the world
whose work will boost New York agriculture
for years to come. At this year’s seventh
annual summit, the competition awarded a
total of $3 million to seven finalists selected
for the Grow-NY business accelerator and
two-day pitch competition at the annual
Grow-NY Summit, including Brekland, who
took home the $1 million grand prize!

Brekland is building a novel, biodegradable
foam coating that brings new, in-field functionality to crop protection products.

We congratulate Brekland and other prize winners, including Mothership
Materials, Seen Nutrition, Living Ink Technoloies, Trebe Biotech, Whipnotic,
and ZILA BioWorks, on their success, and look forward to another year of
agricultural advancement! Read more about the competition and winners here.
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We are proud to support and promote
local growers and producers at the
Department, especially during the
holiday season. One of the best and
easiest ways you can find high quality
gifts for your friends and loved ones
while supporting New York growers,
producers, and agribusinesses, is by
shopping Taste NY!

Taste NY’s recently revamped online
marketplace, ShopTasteNY.com, offers
an expanded selection of products with
more than 100 food, beverage, and gift
items sourced from farms and agri-
businesses in every corner of the New York State, making it even easier for
consumers to buy local for their holiday meals and for gift-giving. In celebration
of the holidays, a variety of deals will be offered throughout the season. Please
note, orders should be placed by December 15 to ensure delivery for
Christmas.

If you prefer to shop in person, Taste NY locations statewide will also feature a
variety of gift items and gift sets perfect for the holidays! New York’s regional
Welcome Centers and Taste NY Markets across the state offer a diverse
selection of foods and beverages perfect for creating fresh, delicious holiday
meals, from charcuterie meats and cheeses to local wines and ciders, and
more. Additionally, many Taste NY Markets are offering limited-time sales on
their specialty gift items, as well as pre-made and customized gift baskets.
Read more here andcheck out the deals your local welcome center is
offering!
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NYS Grown & Certified updates

Commissioner Ball Celebrates the Holiday Season and
NYS Grown & Certified Christmas Trees

Commissioner Ball kicked off the holiday
season with one of our favorite annual
traditions: New York-grown Christmas tree-
cutting! This beloved event highlights New
York’s Christmas tree industry, which has a
$14 million economic impact for the State,
and encourages buyers to shop local at
farms and agricultural businesses as they
find the perfect trees, gifts, and treats this
holiday season.

This year, we visited Bell’'s Christmas
Trees, a NYS Grown & Certified Christmas
tree farm in  Accord, New York.
Commissioner Ball cut down a 9-foot
Fralsam Fir, a Fraser-Balsam hybrid, which
is now proudly displayed at the Hudson
Valley | Catskills Welcome Center, greeting
New Yorkers and visitors alike during the
busiest travel and shopping season of the year.

We encourage all New Yorkers who are bringing home a Christmas tree this
season to support local growers like Bell’s, one of 46 New York State Grown &
Certified tree farms, all of which adhere to environmental sustainability
standards in growing their trees. Find a NYS Grown & Certified Christmas tree
farm near you at certified.ny.gov. Farms interested in joining the program can
visit the NYS Grown & Certified website and click “Get Certified” to learn more!
Many thanks to our partners at the Christmas Tree Farmers Association of
New York, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Taste NY and the Hudson Valley |
Catskills Welcome Center, and of course our hosts at Bell’s Christmas Trees
for a wonderful kick off to the Christmas season!
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THE 2025 AGRICULTURAL
PHOTO CONTEST

DECEMBER
HOMEGROWN HOLIDAYS

The Department’s year-long Agricultural Photo Contest spotlights the best of
New York agriculture with a different category and winner each month. Our
first-place winners each month will have their photo included as part of a 2026
calendar and will also receive a copy of the calendar!

New York State is home to a robust community of farmers, producers, and
agribusinesses that offer delicious, home-grown food and beverages as well as
local products that bring comfort, warmth, and cheer to the holiday season.
That's why December’s category, “Homegrown Holidays,” invites
photographers to spotlight the small agribusinesses and farmers that make up
the fabric of New York’s ag community during the festive season.

From the delicious, home-cooked meals prepared with locally grown food, the
New York Christmas trees, wreaths, or winter floral arrangements decking the
halls in homes across the state, or the heartfelt artisan gifts like beeswax
candles, handcrafted soaps, and cozy wool products, we owe so many of the
comforts we enjoy this season to our agricultural community. We welcome
images that capture these makers and the shops that champion them,
encouraging New Yorkers to celebrate the season by choosing locally grown
and crafted gifts that sustain our agricultural communities year-round!

To submit a photo for consideration, email the photo, a model consent form if
necessary, and a brief description of what the photo shows and where it was
taken to PressOffice@agriculture.ny.gov with the subject line: "AGM Photo
Contest_December_Your Name" by Friday, December 19, 2025. To learn
more about the contest and see the full requirements for submitting a photo,
visit our website. Follow along on the Department's social media pages to stay
up to date throughout the year!
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Current Funding Opportunities

e RFP 0365 - Stream Corridor Management Program
¢ Proposals are due December 8, 2025.
e RFP 0385 - 2026 Transportation for Youth to County and Local Fairs
Program
¢ Proposals are due December 9, 2025.
e |FB 0356 - Emergency Medical and Ambulance Services During the
Great New York State Fair
e Bids are due December 15, 2025.
e Round 2 of the Long Island Aquaculture Infrastructure Grant Program
e Applications are due January 5, 2026.
e RFP 0379 - New York State Regional School Food Infrastructure Grant
Program
¢ Proposals are due January 20, 2026.
e RFP 0388 - Companion Animal Capital Projects Fund
¢ Proposals are due January 30, 2026.
e RFA 0331 — New York State Grown & Certified Cooperative Marketing
e Program Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0294 - Farmland Protection Implementation Grants Round 19 -
Agricultural Conservation Easement Projects
e Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
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e RFA 0263 - Municipal Agriculture and Farmland Protection Planning
Grants
e Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0262 - County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Planning Grants
¢ Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0181 - Source Water Buffer Program
e Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
For more information on these or other funding opportunities,please visit our
Funding Opportunities page.

Spotlight: International Year of the Woman Farmer
Information Hub Launched to Celebrate Women's Impact
on Agriculture Globally

The National Association of State Departments
of Agriculture (NASDA) along with 15 members
of an International Year of the Woman Farmer
working group launched an information hub
dedicated to celebrating and advancing women
in agriculture. The site debuted October 15, the
International Day of Rural Women, to highlight
and connect efforts supporting women in
agriculture worldwide.

Women contribute nearly half of the world’s food
production, but they continue to face persistent
barriers to accessing land, resources and leadership opportunities. The
information hub serves as a central online platform to elevate women’s stories
and drive action in support of women farmers globally, recognizing that
supporting them helps advance the entire agriculture industry. A primary
feature of the group’s collaboration is the National \WWomen in Agriculture Study,
a national effort led by the American Farm Bureau Federation, to better
understand the women behind American agriculture.

As part of this effort, NASDA is seeking support in gathering additional farmer
stories. All are encouraged to share their survey with your networks.

Register to Vote! Organ donors

Sign up online or download and

mail in your application. save Iives.
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