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Happy Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving is truly the farmers’ holiday, a time to reflect on the hard work,
dedication, and bounty of our agricultural community during the final days of
New York’s harvest season. It is also a time to express our gratitude and count
our blessings.

As Commissioner, and as a farmer, I’'m continuously reminded of how fortunate
we are here in New York State. We have access to water, rich land, incredible
soils, proximity to the largest marketplace in the world, and a community of
farmers and producers who are second to none in the quality of their products
and passion for their work. | am so grateful to our agricultural community here
in New York State — | wouldn’t want to be a farmer anywhere else.

During this season of gratitude, | am also reminded what a unique
responsibility and opportunity we have as farmers, and what a privilege it is to
feed our communities. This Thanksgiving, as millions of our fellow New
Yorkers face an unprecedented loss of food assistance, | encourage all of us to
consider how we can continue to uplift those less fortunate than us, strengthen
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our local food systems, and provide fresh, healthy foods to those who need it
most.

From all of us at the Department, we wish you and yours a warm and joyful
Thanksgiving filled with gratitude, delicious food, and cherished moments with
loved ones.

Commissioner Richard Ball

New York State Launches New Actions in the Wake of
Federal Cuts to Food Assistance Programs

Last week, Governor Hochul declared a state of emergency in response to the
news that the Trump administration would not be funding food assistance
programs, impacting 3 million New Yorkers as of November 1. These cuts
mark the first time in U.S. history that a federal administration has stopped
food assistance during a government shutdown, putting millions of New
Yorkers in jeopardy of not having enough food to put on the table, stressing
the emergency food system, and impacting New York farmers in the process.

In response, the Governor is committing an additional$100 million in state
funds to keep food banks and pantries open so New Yorkers can put food on
the table and reinforce New York’s network of vital emergency feeding
organizations.

Additionally, Governor Hochul
launched a new website where New
Yorkers can share their personal
stories about the devastating effects

of cuts to health care, food assistance Impact Of

and other critical programs. The new
website breaks down the impacts on F d I c t

regions across the state and includes e era u s 0“
relevant resources available to New

Yorkers affected by these cuts. New vorke rs

Click the button to the right to visit the
new site.

Farm Donations to Food Pantries Credit

New York’s farmers are consistently among the
nation’s leading donors to food banks, food pantries,
and other charitable food organizations. As millions of
families across the state face devastating cuts to food
assistance, the Department reminds New York farmers
that they are eligible to receive a tax credit for donating
food to food banks and other emergency food
providers. We encourage all eligible farmers to take
advantage of this great program and help keep food on
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the table for families in need across the state.

Learn more about the tax credit here.

During National Seafood Month, Department Awards New
York Aquaculture Grants

Last month, Commissioner Ball announced that $1.2 million has been awarded
to 17 small businesses to support and grow Long Island’s aquaculture industry!
The Commissioner visited Hampton Oyster Company, one of the award
recipients, to share the good news and announce that an additional $3 million
is now available through the program’s Round 2 — Infrastructure Grants
opportunity. Round 2 of the program will fund infrastructure upgrades,
including construction, renovation, and installed fixtures.

Hampton Oyster Company was awarded funding during the first round to
implement a state-of-the-art digital grading system to automate the sorting of
oysters by size, shape, and weight using high-speed imaging and sensor
technology, an upgrade that will help the company to meet rising market
demand and improve operational efficiency.

Read more about these awards.

There’s no better way to celebrate
Farm-to-School month than spotlighting
the work our food organizations across
the state put into ensuring our students
have healthy, fresh food on their plates.

In October, Commissioner Ball joined
the East End Food Institute to celebrate
the organization’s progress on a state-
of-the-art Food Hub that is supported in
part by $5 million in State funding
received through New York’s Regional
School Food Infrastructure Grant
Program. The centralized hub will be
used for food aggregation, processing
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and distribution in the Long Island Region, which will be a game changer in
supporting local farmers and ensuring their students have access to the
freshest and most delicious ingredients.

Governor Hochul also announced that $10 million is now available in eligible
regions through Round 3 of New York’s Regional School Food Infrastructure
Grant Program! Check it out.

Department Announces Additional Funding to Bring More
Youth to County Fairs

Commissioner Ball announced that
$350,000 is available through the
Transportation for Youth to County
and Local Fairs Competitive Grants
Program. Now in its second round,
this initiative funds transportation and
related costs to bring participating
youth groups, who may not otherwise
be able, to visit their county and local
fairs during the 2026 fair season.

The Transportation for Youth to
County and Local Fairs Competitive
Grants Program was established
following a successful pilot at the
Boonville-Oneida County Fair in July
2024, which helped 800 students from Utica attend the fair. In 2025, the first
round of the program awarded 15 projects across eight regions of the state.
Thanks to the program, over 3,500 youth experienced a day at the fair and
learned about New York’s agricultural industry and traditions.

Applications must be submitted via the Statewide Financial System Grants
Management System (SES GM) to be considered for funding. Proposals are
due Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 4:00 pm.

Read more about this opportunity and how to apply here

Finger Lakes Named "American Wine Region of the Year"

Cheers to local wines!The Finger Lakes region has
been named "American Wine Region of the Year" by
Wine Enthusiast! This is a testament to the success of |
our craft beverage sector here in New York State, and
the Department couldn’t be prouder of all the growers
and producers in the Finger Lakes region whose hard
work is being recognized through this honor.

Spotted Lanternfly Update
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Since the first detection of SLF in New York on Staten Island in 2020, AGM,
the Department has worked closely with partners statewide and nationally to
slow the spread of this invasive insect.

How growers and residents can help:

e Know what to look for, including all SLF life stages: gray, putty-like egg
masses (wintertime); black or red-spotted nymphs (spring and early
summer); and distinctive adults with spotted wings (late summer to
winter).

e Know what to do: More information about reporting and egg scraping is
below.

¢ Inspect and clean: Check vehicles, equipment, pallets, trailers, and
outdoor items before moving them.

e Manage hosts: Identify and manage Tree-of-Heaven on and near
vineyard properties, where appropriate.

e Report suspect sightings in the grape growing regions promptly through
AGM'’s SLF reporting channels and contact your local extension office for
guidance. Click here to report: ReportSLF.com.

The Department and Lake Erie Regional
Grape Program Conduct Coordinated Grid
Searches for SLF

The Department announced a comprehensive,
coordinated effort with the Lake Erie Regional
Grape Program (LERGP) to conduct grid
searches for the invasive Spotted Lanternfly
(SLF) in and around Ripley, New York. This
collaborative initiative is aimed at safeguarding
the region’s grape industry and reassuring
growers that state partners and the land-grant
system are working together to address the potential impacts of SLF on New
York’s agricultural crops.

The grid searches, conducted by trained teams from AGM’s Division of Plant
Industry and LERGP, used systematic, block-by-block visual scouting to look
for all SLF life stages, including egg masses and adults. Surveys, which took
place over the course of a few weeks, prioritized high-risk corridors and
habitats, including vineyard edges, transportation routes, rail lines, warehouse
areas, and sites with Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima), a preferred host.
Data was mapped and shared in real time to inform follow-up actions and, if
necessary, containment and eradication efforts.

How growers and residents can help:

e Know what to look for, including all SLF life stages: gray, putty-like egg
masses (wintertime); black or red-spotted nymphs (spring and early
summer); and distinctive adults with spotted wings (late summer to
winter).

¢ Know what to do: More information about reporting and egg scraping is
below.

e Inspect and clean: Check vehicles, equipment, pallets, trailers, and
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outdoor items before moving them.

e Manage hosts: Identify and manage Tree-of-Heaven on and near
vineyard properties, where appropriate.

e Report suspect sightings in the grape growing regions promptly through
AGM'’s SLF reporting channels and contact your local extension office for
guidance. Click here to report: ReportSLF.com.

Identifying SLF and SLF Egg Masses

Adult SLF are easy to identify and are
approximately one inch long and half an inch
wide at rest, with eye-catching wings. Adults
are active from July to December and begin
laying eggs in September.

Eggs are laid in one-inch-long segmented rows
of up to about 50 eggs covered in a creamy-
white, putty-like substance that becomes
pinkish-gray as it dries. After a few weeks the
covering turns a darker tan and starts to crack, resembling a splotch of mud.
Depending on the substrate, egg masses can be difficult to see and may be
laid in protected locations that are difficult to inspect thoroughly.

Photos and additional information about identification and SLF lifecycle is
available on New York State Integrated Pest Management’s (IPM) website

Scraping Egg Masses

SLF can lay their eggs on any number of surfaces, such as vehicles, stone,
rusty metal, outdoor furniture, and firewood. Residents are asked to scrape
egg masses off the surface using scraper cards, credit cards, or anything else
that is hard, tapered, and flat. Kill the eggs by putting them into a re-sealable
bag that contains rubbing alcohol or hand sanitizer and dispose of them in the
solution to be assured they will not hatch. Each egg mass contains up to 50
eggs, so removing as many as possible can reduce the numbers that will hatch
in the spring.

DEC Announces $4 Million to Address Invasive
Species Impacts

The New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) announced approximately $4
million is now available to advance projects across
the state that help prevent, detect, respond to, and
restore sites impacted by invasive species. The
grants made available through the Invasive
Species Grant Program (ISGP) will target non- '
native species and prevent potential harm to the environment, the economy,
and human health.

For full details about the grant opportunity including eligible projects and
scoring criteria, visit the Invasive Species Grant Program page on DEC'’s
website.
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Register Now for the 2026 Agricultural Society Annual
Meeting and Forum

Registration for the 194th Annual Meeting and
Agricultural Forum, hosted by the New York
State Agricultural Society, is now open! The
conference, which will be held at a new location
this year, the Wegmans Conference Center in
Rochester, will take place on Thursday, January
8, 2026. This year’s Forum will focus on
“‘Harvesting Change,” and offer an opportunity
for farmers and other key partners to examine
how New York agriculture, food system, and
natural resources industries are undergoing
continuous transformation in response to

evolving government policy, regulation, technological advancements, and
market dynamics. Commissioner Ball will also deliver the 2026 State of
Agriculture Address, providing an update on New York State’s ongoing efforts
to support New York farmers and agricultural businesses. Registration for the
Forum is now open at www.nysagsociety.org.

Read more about what you can expect at this year’'s Forum.

TASTE( (| NY

Taste NY updates

Taste NY to Host “How to Become a Taste NY Vendor:

Secrets to Success" Workshop

Cornell Cooperative Extension Ulster
County, in collaboration with Cornell
Cooperative Extension Columbia and
Greene Counties and the Taste NY Store
at the Capital Region Welcome Center,
will host How to Become a Taste NY
Vendor: Secrets to Success on Thursday,
November 6, from 1-2:30 p.m. at
the Taste NY Store at the Capital Region
Welcome Center (I-87 Northbound,
between Exits 21B and 21A, Hannacroix,
NY).
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This free, in-person workshop will provide
producers and small business owners with
practical guidance on becoming a vendor
at the Taste NY Store at the Capital
Region Welcome Center. The session will
cover the application process, store
requirements, and strategies for product
presentation and branding, offering a
comprehensive overview of how to
successfully introduce products into the

Taste NY retail network.

See the full details here.

NYS Grown & Certified updates

Grown & Certified Producer Spotlight: Samascott

Orchards
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PRODUCER SPOTLIGHT

SAMASCOTT ORCHARDS

For many New Yorkers, autumn is
intricately lined with the delightful crunch
of biting into the first apple of the season.
Not only is the crop the state's official
state fruit, but New York is the second
largest apple growing state in the
country, as well as the top craft hard
cider producer. New York is also home to
some of the highest quality apple
growers in the world, like NYS Grown &
Certified producer Samascott Orchards
of Kinderhook, Columbia County, NY.

The Samascott family has been farming
since the late 1800’s, when owner Jake
Samascott’'s great grandfather started
farming to feed his family. Today, the
fourth generation of Samascott owners

have expanded even further, growing dozens of different types of fruits and
vegetables — including hardy kiwis, a sweeter, smaller, fuzz-free varietal — and
even raising over 100 black and red Angus cows on their land, though they no
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longer do any milking. Still, at the heart of Samascott’s is their apples, and they
produce around 50,000 bushels annually and offer over 100 varieties.

The farm has been a proud member of NYS Grown & Certified since 2021,
which means that they adhere to a higher standard of environmental
stewardship by enrolling in the Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM)
program. As a fourth-generation farm, preserving the land that provides has
always been deeply rooted in the Samascott’s business philosophy. Through
diversity, crop rotation, and integrated pest management, they are able to
minimize necessary inputs. Additionally, they are working on strengthening
riparian buffers to protect the quality of the region’s waterways, as well as
expanding pollinator habitats on their property.

Read the full spotlight and find more NYS Grown & Certified Producers here.

Current Funding Opportunities

Current Funding Opportunities
e RFP 0389 - Climate Resilient Farming Program - Round 9
¢ Proposals are due November 17, 2025.
e RFP 0365 - Stream Corridor Management Program
e Proposals are due December 8, 2025.
e RFP 0385 - 2026 Transportation for Youth to County and Local Fairs
Program
e Proposals are due December 9, 2025.
e Round 2 of the Long Island Aquaculture Infrastructure Grant Program
e Applications are due January 5, 2026.
e RFP 0379 - New York State Regional School Food Infrastructure Grant
Program
e Proposals are due January 20, 2026.
e RFA 0331 — New York State Grown & Certified Cooperative Marketing
e Program Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0294 - Farmland Protection Implementation Grants Round 19 -
Agricultural Conservation Easement Projects
¢ Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0263 - Municipal Agriculture and Farmland Protection Planning
Grants
¢ Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0262 - County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Planning Grants
¢ Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
e RFA 0181 - Source Water Buffer Program
¢ Applications are taken on a rolling basis.
For more information on these or other funding opportunities,please visit our
Funding Opportunities page.
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THE 2025 AGRICULTURAL
PHOTO CONTEST

NOVEMBER
HARVEST’S TWILIGHT

The Department’s year-long Agricultural Photo Contest spotlights the best of
New York agriculture with a different category and winner each month. Our
first-place winners each month will have their photo included as part of a 2026
calendar and will also receive a copy of the calendar!

As autumn grows colder and the last of the crops come in, November ushers in
a quiet, reflective season for New York agriculture — the twilight between
harvest and winter. This month, we invite you to capture the final days of
harvest on your farm. Whether it's the last yields of late season crops like root
vegetables and apples, livestock bundled up for the cold weather, or scenic
shots of the sun setting on your farm, November’s photo contest category,
“Harvest’s Twilight” aims to spotlight this moment of transition and what it looks
like to you!

To submit a photo for consideration, email the photo, a model consent form if
necessary, and a brief description of what the photo shows and where it was
taken to PressOffice@agriculture.ny.gov with the subject line: "AGM Photo
Contest_November_Your Name" by November 21, 2025. To learn more
about the contest and see the full requirements for submitting a photo, visit
our website. Follow along on the Department's social media pages to stay up
to date throughout the year!

Spotlight: Fun, Feats, and Fantastic Memories: Reflecting
on the 2025 Great New York State Fair

With the 2025 Great New York State Fair in the book, and 2026 planning now
underway, the New York State Fair has rounded up some great highlights to
showcase the Fair’s hugely successful 13-day run.

As the oldest state fair in the nation, The Great New York State Fair is deeply
rooted in agriculture, and the industry continues to be front and center at the
New York State Fair, giving nearly 1 million visitors this year an opportunity to
connect directly with farmers or learn more about the animals that are
essential to the industry. Some of the highlights include:

e 315 youth leaders, aged 12-18, participated in Agriculture Career Day—
an 87% increase from 2024.

¢ |n its third year, the Voice of the Farmer Garden (VOFG), planted and
maintained by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County, has
donated over 700 pounds of fresh produce to food pantries across the
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City of Syracuse to date.

e The Dairy Cattle Birthing Center celebrated its 12th year, welcoming 29
adorable “udder miracles,” or baby calves during The Fair, bringing the
total to over 425 calves born on the grounds. More than 200 farmers and
volunteers helped bring these ‘udder miracles’ into the world.

e Over 350 competitive categories recognized excellence in agriculture,
art, home crafts, and more. You can a find a list of winners here.

e The expanded Taste NY Pop-Up Market and Tasting Yard showcased
over 290 unique products from more than 85 vendors, offering visitors a
chance to sample and purchase local foods, beverages, and gifts.

e 293,285 cups of chilled milk were poured at The New York State Milk
Bar, with chocolate milk comprising nearly 80 percent! Exciting plans are
underway for the new milk bar, slated to be operational for the 2027 Fair.

e At the Maple Booth, thousands of gallons of pure maple syrup turned into
sweet treats: 9,177 maple ice cream cones, 2,900 maple milkshakes,
3,000 servings of maple popcorn, and over 1,100 pounds of maple sugar
shapes.

You can find a full list of highlights from the 2025 Great New York State Fair
here. The Department of Agriculture and Markets and the State Fair division
thank everyone who passed through the gates this year and all the state
agencies and other partners who helped deliver a memorable experience for all
visitors, exhibitors, vendors, and others.

We can’t wait to see you at the 2026 Fair, just 294 days away!
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Register to Vote! Organ donors

Sign up online or download and

mail in your application. save Iives.
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