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Program Background

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) administers 16 nutrition
programs at the federal level which is then delegated to the state to administer at
the state level. A state agency which administers a USDA Food program is
identified as State Distributing Agencies (SDA).

The Office of General Services Food Distribution (OGS FD) Program is the State

Distributing Agency (SDA) for New York State (NYS) for the following programs:
National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
Child and Adult Care Feeding Program (CACFP)
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
Special Milk Program (SMP)
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)
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What are USDA Foods?

USDA has a dual mission — to nourish people in need and

support American agriculture by stabilizing pricing in us
agricultural markets.

USDA Foods are purchased by the USDA, from American
farmers, dairymen, ranchers, and fishermen and sent to
states to support recipients of federal nutrition programs.

USDA Foods are 100% domestic products.
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The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)

TEFAP is a federal program that helps supplement the diets of people with low
income by providing them with emergency food assistance at no cost.

States are provided entitlement, a dollar value with which USDA will purchase
foods, based on NYS'’s fair share of the federal TEFAP program.

NYS has agreements with eight regional food banks to administer TEFAP
throughout the state.

Food banks then distribute USDA Foods to their network of around 2,800 food
pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, etc.
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TEFAP Section 32 (Bonus) and Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC)

Section 32 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1935 is a permanent appropriation that provides
funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to support the farm sector through the
purchase of surplus agricultural commodities and other activities. Specifically, it allocates 30%
of annual customs receipts to fund these efforts. The funds are used to encourage the export
and domestic consumption of agricultural products, and to reestablish farmers' purchasing
power. Section 32 is a permanent source of funding, meaning it's not subject to annual
appropriations by Congress

The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) is a US government agency that helps support farm
income and prices. The CCC also helps maintain a balance of agricultural commodities and
distributes them in an orderly way. The use of CCC in TEFAP was discretionary funding.
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TEFAP continued

NYS utilizes the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance’s (OTDA)
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) county participation to
calculate food bank fair share of the state’s entitlement.

Sum of persons living at or below the poverty level for all counties the food

bank services

Divided by the total persons living in poverty in NYS

Equals the food banks fair share.
Food banks fair share food based on the average number of persons served by
the agency.
TEFAP USDA Foods (including entitlement, Bonus and CCC) is a supplemental
program and only represents 24% of the food in the food bank charitable
network in NYS.
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TEFAP Eligibility Guidelines

Yew, | Office of
STATE | General Services

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)
Attestation of Eligibility

Recipient Name:

Zip Code: | Total Household Members: |

Step 1: Check one of the two boxes below to indicate how you are eligible for TEFAP.

[ Categorical: You are categorically eligible to receive USDA Foods through TEFAP if your househeld participates in any of
the following programs: SNAF, WIC, TANF, Medicaid, or 551

-OR -

— Household Income: If your gross annual household income is at or below 225% of the federal poverty level for the number of
people in your househald, you are efigible to receive USDA Foods through TEFAP (see appendix A}

Step 2: Check the box below to attest, then sign and date.

[C1 By checking here, you attest that the following is true:
1. The recplem‘ name, zip code and household smeprmnded above is comect.
2. The recipient resides wth New ‘York State (there is no minimum length of residency required).
3. The recipient meets the TEFAP eligibdity guidelines in step 1.
4. This food & for the recipient’s home consumption only, and will not be sold, traded, or bartered.
5. The recipient is aware of their civl rights as described in the USDA Nondiscrimination Statement balow.

Signature [Optional) Date {Required)

[ This form should remain on site where food is received.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordal ncewrﬂlfed ral civil rights law and U.5_ Department of Agri uilure USDA}umlrynslegllatmrsa d policies, this
institution is prohil bnedfmmdrscnmnah ing en the basis of race, color, jonal origin, sex {including gender identity and sexual
unemznun} disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil ri yns.a-:ﬂmty

Program information may be made available in [anguages other than English. Persons with disabdities who require altemative means
of commamication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audictape. American Sign Language), should contact the
responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (woice and TTY) or
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 377-8330.

To file a pregram discriminats i af' lan should complete a Fo rrn.l\DBIJZ? USDAF'ru-gam Drst:nmnatun

Complaint Form which can be obtained onfin [sites) ! -

Complaint-Form-0508- 0002-508-11-28-17Fa x‘M Iﬂ from any USDA office, by calling (B68) 632-9992, abywmm a letter

addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the compdainant’s name, address, tel & number, and a written description of the

legeddrscnmnamryam jon in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date
n aleged civil rights violation.

Th e completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U5. Department of Agriculture'Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights'1400 Independence Avenue,
SW Washington, D.C. 20250-8410; or

2. fax (333) 256- 1885 or (202) B00-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

OGS | USDA Fooa Distrnuton | (S18) 474-5122 | IILS./008 I 00WPSd3 1000 BEITDUen

Eligibility for Household Distribution
» Each State agency must establish uniform statewide criteria for
determining the eligibility of households to receive commaodities
provided under this part for home consumption (7 CFR 251.5(b))
* NYS uses an Attestation of Eligibility form with Two (2) eligibility
guidelines:
 Categorical eligibility (SNAP, WIC, TANF, Medicaid or SSI)
* Household Income is at or below 225% of the federal poverty
level.

Eligibility for Prepared Meals

There are no federal standards for determining an individual’s
eligibility to receive prepared meals. They are presumed to be needy
because they seek meals at an approved TEFAP site. Sites do not
have to maintain records of participants to whom they serve meals
but must keep a count of the number of meals served.
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-251/section-251.5#p-251.5(b)

How USDA Foods Flow Through TEFAP




TEFAP Data Considerations

. TEFAP as a base program average cases purchased

Year
(Jan
-Dec)

2025

Entitlement Purchases

24 392 440 47

TEFAP Section 32 Bonus

47 162,040.20

Avg
Price
per
case

$25.21

Total TEFAP

$71.554 480 67

Total SNAP Recepient

23 761480

Average number of cases bought with base TEFAP

Program

SNAP data only through August. 2025

2024

22 866,083 39

52 176 510 51

$28.00

$75.042.593.90

35,500 113

2 680,244 91

2023

23,098,290 98

55,798 977 31

$27.01

$78.897 268 29

34,626,317

2 921.039.18

2022

26,375 469 16

33.118.233.00

$29.36

$59.493 702.16

34 296 301

2 026,352 25

2021

2020

2019

23.081.219.00

16,034 580.00

47 621.871.00

$23.90

$70.703,090.00

33,452,837

2 958 288 28

40,154 787.00

$25.50

$43.852 571.00

32 45 559

1719 70867

18.922.025.00

$25.71

$34 956 605.00

31,524 046

1.359.650.14

2018

15,806 472.00

20.936,856.00

$19.05

$36,743,328.00

33,194 449

1.028,783 62

2017

16,646,515.00

14 424 269.00

$14.72

$31.070,984.00

34 604 949

2 110,800.54

2016

17 538,059.00

18,088,721.00

$14 60

$35.626,780.00

35,476 694

2 440 190 .41

2015

18,006, 765.00

*2020 TEFAP Entitlement was allocated with bonus programs
during trade mitigation

| S| ]| | G| S| e OB | OB | o

14378 111.00

$13.88

$32,384 876.00

36,236,627

2,333,204 32
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TEFAP Data Considerations

2025

TEFAP with additional discretionary programs average cases purchased

Entitlement Purchases

24.39) 440 47

TEFAP Section 32 Bonus

17 932 796.11

Avg

Total Base
TEFAP $

861,625 236 58

Total TEFAP W/
Additional
programs $

69 743 302.17

Total SNAP Recepient

5,940,370

Average number of cases
bought with base TEFAP
Program

SNAP data only through Feb. 2025

Avg Total number of case
purchased W/additional
Appropriation programs

2024

72 866,083 29

52176510 51

$28.00

§75,042 59390

136,949 878 57

35,500 113

) 680,244.91

4891 345

2023

73,008,290 98

55,798 977 31

$21 01

$78.897 268.29

115,558 620 25

34 626 317

2.921.039.18

4278 %4

2022

26,375 469 16

32.118233.00

$29.36

$59.493 70216

33,950 70253

34,296 291

2 026,352 25

2 850 662

2021

2020

2019

5
§
§
5
5

73.081219.00

16,034 580.00

4762187100

$23.90

§70.703,090.00

111.869.932.00

13,452 837

) 958,298 28

4680,750

40,154 787 00

$2550

343 852 57100

127 674.003.00

3 425 558

171970867

5,006,824

18,922 025.00

$25.71

$34 056,605.00

98,606 752.00

31524 046

1 359 650 14

3,446 393

2018

15,806,472.00

20,936 856.00

$19.05

$36.743328.00

37 766,696.00

12,194 449

1,928,783 62

1,982,504

2017

16,646,515.00

14 424 469.00

$1472

$31,070,984.00

31,070,984.00

34 604 949

2 110,800.54

2.110,801

2016

17 538,059.00

18,088,721.00

$1460

$35,626,780.00

35,626.780.00

35 476 694

2 440,190 41

2 440,190

2015

18,006,765.00

14.378.111.00

$13.88

$32.284 876.00

32,384 876.00

36,226,627

2 333.204.32

2333204

*2020 TEFAP Entitlement was allocated with bonus programs

during trade mitigation
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