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New York State Natural Fiber Textile Development Workgroup

October 9, 2025
1pm-4pm
10B Airline Drive, Albany NY 12235, Apple Orchard Conference Room
Agenda
Natural Fiber Textile Development Workgroup Mission: To study, evaluate, and develop ways to

increase the natural fiber textile industry’s contribution to the statewide economy and increase private
investment in the industry within, and outside of, New York State.

1:00 PM - Welcome and Introductions
Commissioner Richard Ball, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
Director, Industry Development, Allison Stark, Empire State Development
1:10 PM - Update on Cornell Small Ruminant Program
Small Ruminant Specialist, Jess Waltemyer, Cornell University
1:15 PM - Updates from Taste NY
Marketing & Promotions Team Lead, Jessica Woodward, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
1:20 PM — Workforce Development Opportunities

Outreach & Coordination Manager, Workforce Development, Meghan Kayser, Empire State
Development

Manager, Office of Special Initiatives, Melissa Johnston, NYS Department of Labor
Livestock Specialist, Amy Barkley, Cornell Cooperative Extension
2:15 PM — Break
2:30 PM — Workgroup Initiatives — Recap
Mary Jeanne Packer, Empire Sheep Producers Assoc & CeCe Tkaczyk, CeCe’s Wool
Gail Parrinello, Hudson Valley Textile Project
Mimi Prober, Mimi Prober Designs & Product & Marketing Director, Susan Easton, NYFIC
2:45 PM - Discussion of Workgroup Recommendations
Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

3:45 PM - Next Steps
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Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
3:55 PM - Closing Remarks

Commissioner Richard Ball, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
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