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New York State Natural Fiber Textile Development Workgroup

May 22, 2025
10am-1pm
10B Airline Drive, Albany NY 12235, Apple Orchard Conference Room

Agenda
Natural Fiber Textile Development Workgroup Mission: To study, evaluate, and develop ways to

increase the natural fiber textile industry’s contribution to the statewide economy and increase private
investment in the industry within, and outside of, New York State.

10:00 AM - Welcome and Introductions
Deputy Commissioner Kelly Young, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
Director, Industry Development, Allison Stark, Empire State Development
10:10 AM - Marketing and Grant Funding Opportunities
Business Development Team Lead, Emily Cook, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
Assistant Director of Ag Development, Tim Pezzolesi, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
10:45 AM — Discussion of Workgroup Marketing Plans
Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
11:30 AM — Break
11:45 AM — NY State Fair Planning — Fashion Show
Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
12:00 PM - Discussion of Workgroup State Fair Activities
Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

12:45 PM - Next Steps
Kathryn Davis, Workgroup Coordinator, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
12:55 PM - Closing Remarks
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