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CWD GEBV
Testing

Division of Animal Industry - Animal Disease Unit
10B Airline Drive
Albany, NY 12235

» Wait for notification if your application Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)

Genomic Estimated Breeding Value
(GEBV) testing determines the genetic
susceptibility of deer to CWD

has been approved. Allow 5 days for
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e |f you receive approval, collect and

e Questions about testing supplies, Department of Agriculture
sample collection, submission forms, and Markets
shipment, and additional testing fees 10B Airline Drive
should be directed to the North Albany, NY 12235

(518) 457-3502
https://agriculture.ny.gov
7228. DAl@agriculture.ny.gov

Department of

American Deer Registry at (405) 513- AgHcokture and Markels

(UN1DLN -



https://agriculture.ny.gov/
mailto:DAI@agriculture.ny.gov

What is CWD?

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a
neurologic disease of white-tailed deer
(WTD), elk, moose, and several species
of deer in the family Cervidae that
causes severe debilitation and death.
The disease is caused by a prion, an
infectious protein that causes abnormal
folding of specific normal proteins. The
abnormal folding of the prion proteins
leads to central nervous system damage
in the brain and spinal cord. Prion
diseases have long, asymptomatic
incubation periods and are always fatal.

Infectious prions shed by sick deer can
survive in the environment for at least
five years, and probably much longer.

There is no treatment or vaccination
available for CWD. Live animal tests
have limited sensitivity and can miss
early cases of CWD.

What is CWD GEBV?

A CWD Genomic Estimated Breeding
Value (GEBV) test result is a number that
tells you how susceptible a deer is if
they are exposed to CWD. Five PRNP
codons (e.g. codon 96) and thousands of
genes contribute to this number. The
lower the number, the less susceptible
the deer is to CWD infection.

Why would | want to test?

If you have a CWD Certified herd with
white-tailed deer, you can CWD GEBV
test those animals. By breeding deer
with lower GEBV scores, you can create
a herd of deer that is less susceptible to
CWD.

The Department has received a USDA
grant to pay the CWD GEBYV test fee for
WTD in CWD Certified herds. There is a
timeline for this grant, so check the
Department’s Captive Cervid page for
test eligibility. CWD GEBV test
applications are also available for
download from this page.

For more information about CWD
GEBV testing, watch the video titled
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You can also read about testing on the @
North American Deer Registry (NADR)
page: Funding for all additional testing,

supplies, and shipping fees are not
covered by this grant and must be paid
by the producer.

https://tinyurl.com/2jracvy7



