
New York State
Natural Fiber Textile Development 

Workgroup
D i v i s i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

O C T O B E R  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4



• Welcome and Introductions

• Update from the Fashion Innovation Center

• Update on NYS Hemp Investment

• Taste NY holiday proposal

• Break

• Update from New York State Fair

• Discussion

• Next Steps

• Closing Remarks
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Agenda
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• Commissioner Richard Ball, NYS Department of Agriculture and 
Markets

• Allison Stark, Empire State Development
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Welcome  and  In t roduc t i ons

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS



• Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Ken Simons, 
RPI
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Update  on  Fash ion  Innova t i on  Cente r
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• Agricultural Policy Analyst, Tim Sweeney, NYS Department of 
Agriculture and Markets
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Update  on  NYS  Hemp  Inves tment
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Team Lead, Marketing and Promotion, Jessica Woodward, NYS 
Department of Agriculture and Markets

Program Coordinator, NYS Grown & Certified, Laura Smalley, NYS 
Department of Agriculture and Markets
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Market ing  Updates :  Tas te  NY  Ho l i day  Pop-ups  and  Coopera t i ve  
Market ing  Program
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Recommendation: Work with Taste NY to highlight the natural fiber 
items produced in New York State that are available in stores.
• What’s the best way to conduct outreach to potential participants?
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Discuss ion
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Break



Agriculture Manager, New York State Fair, Christina Tuff, NYS 
Department of Agriculture and Markets  
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New  York  S ta te  Fa i r  Updates
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Recommendation: Incorporate competitions such as the national 
Make It With Wool Contest, demonstrations, and events at the State 
Fair that engage and educate the public on natural fibers and their 
use.
• What types of events and activities would you like to see?

• Demonstrations
• Fashion Show
• Other activities
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Discuss ion
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• I’ll send out a poll to schedule the meetings for next year shortly.

• We will discuss:
• 2025 State Fair plans
• Marketing activities
• Update on projects funded through FIC
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Next  s t eps
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Thank you!
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C los ing  Remarks
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