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NEW YORK STATE CERVID TB PROGRAM INFORMATION
NYS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY
10B Airline Drive, ALBANY, NY 12235
518-457-3502

The State of New York Tuberculosis Program requires TB testing of all captive cervids (deer, elk, etc.) within the
state. In addition, the USDA has established requirements regulating the interstate movement of cervids. These
regulations define the various herd TB statuses and the procedures for maintaining status, adding animals and
moving cervids interstate. All states including New York are Modified Accredited states under USDA’s captive
cervid TB program. The purpose of this document is to explain the different statuses of herds, the movement of
cervids, when testing is required, and the quarantine process.
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DEFINITION

1 NYCRR Part 68: Captive cervids means cervids that are privately or publicly maintained or held for
economic or other purposes within a confined space by a perimeter fence, facility or other barrier.



HERD PROCEDURES BASED ON TB STATUS
Accredited Herd

This is a herd that has undergone two consecutive negative herd TB tests of all cervids in the herd 1 year of
age and older, and any additions less than 1 year of age originating from qualified and unclassified herds, at a
9- to 15- month interval. The owner must apply for accreditation after the second herd test. The accreditation
certificate indicates the accredited herd number and expiration date of the accredited herd status.

Reaccreditation is achieved by conducting a complete negative herd test of all cervids in the herd 1 year of age
and older, and any additions less than 1 year of age originating from qualified and unclassified herds.
Reaccreditation is conducted 3 years (33 to 36 months) after the initial accreditation date (anniversary date).
The anniversary date is established by the second initial accreditation test date and cannot be changed by
delaying testing beyond 36 months. One may change the anniversary date, with prior approval, only by
completing a reaccrediting test less than 33 months after the previous anniversary date.

Accredited herd status is maintained for 36 months after the anniversary date of the accrediting test. If the
herd is tested between 36 and 39 months after the anniversary date, the accredited herd status will be
suspended and the herd'’s status will be unclassified for the interim between the anniversary date and the
reaccrediting test.

Note: Accreditation status is lost if 39 months elapses without a negative herd test.

Qualified Herd

To achieve qualified herd status, all cervids in the herd 1 year of age and older, and any additions less than 1
year of age originating from unclassified herds, must be tested negative within a 7-month period. Qualified
herd status expires 12 months after the first tuberculosis test done to qualify the herd. If a second complete
test is done within 9 to 15 months of the first TB test, the herd may apply for accredited status.

Unclassified Herd

Any herd not classified as accredited or qualified is unclassified. This includes accredited herds being tested 36-
39 months after the anniversary date, and qualified herds being tested 12-15 months after the initial test date.

Deaths of cervids 1 year of age and older must be examined for TB. Examination of cervids is limited to 10%
of the herd to a maximum of 30 per year. In addition to this, all natural deaths are to be examined.
Examination will be conducted by Department personnel.

Transfer of Status
A newly assembled herd assumes the lowest status of the herds of origin. For example, if cervids are obtained
from an accredited free herd and a qualified herd, the status of the new herd would be qualified. If a newly

assembled herd is not retested by the accreditation expiration date, its status will be unclassified.

Movements of cervids from lower TB status to higher TB status herds are not prohibited but will result in the
reduction of status for the receiving herd, unless the procedures below are followed.



MOVEMENTS

Importation of CWD-susceptible Cervidae from outside of New York State is Prohibited.

All Captive Cervids moving within New York State require a permit from the Department of Agriculture
and Markets prior to movement.

See Interstate and Intrastate flow charts below to determine what TB testing may be required. Receiving states
may have additional requirements.

TB TESTING PROTOCOL

TB testing including restraint and handling of the cervids is the responsibility of the cervid owner.
Identification

All cervids that are TB tested or moved must be individually and officially identified. CWD-susceptible cervids
must have two forms of unique and approved ID, one of which is visible and official. Non-CWD susceptible
cervids must have at least one form of official identification that is visible and approved by the Department.

An example of an official tag would be an 840 RFID tag or a Department-supplied 21 metal tag. (A farm tag
with a 2- digit number, for example, would not be adequate). Visible ID means that the identification device is
visible from a distance, not that the numbers can be read from a distance. The purpose of such ID is to make it
clear that the animal has been affixed with man-made ID indicating that they likely originated from a captive
cervid premises.

Testing Procedures

The approved TB tests used as herd or individual tests are the single cervical test and the DPP test which can
only be performed by a regulatory veterinarian or an accredited veterinarian certified to TB test cervids. The
Department of Agriculture and Markets will reimburse the private veterinarian for single cervical herd tests only,
not individual testing. It is required that Cervid TB Certified accredited veterinarians do the testing and can
charge above and beyond the state reimbursement.

Single cervical test:

If a TB suspicious reaction is found on the single cervical test, the herd is quarantined and the following
procedures apply:

1. Comparative cervical test within 10 days or after 90 days of the single cervical injection date, by

State veterinarian OR

2. Slaughtered under direct supervision by regulatory veterinarian.
Suspects can be retested. If an animal is a suspect on two consecutive comparative cervical tests, it is classified
as a reactor. Reactors must be slaughtered and examined by a regulatory veterinarian for TB. Detailed
procedures will be outlined by the regulatory veterinarian if infection is found.

DPP test:

The DPP test is performed at the owner’s expense. In addition, the DPP test may only be performed on the
following species: elk, red deer, white tailed deer, fallow deer, and reindeer. A non-negative result on the
primary DPP test should be classified as suspect. The herd must be immediately placed under quarantine and
the following procedures apply:



1. A second DPP test no sooner than 30 days after the initial blood sample was taken. A captive cervid
that has non-negative test results to the DPP test must not be retested using the SCT or CCT test.
2. Slaughtered under direct supervision by regulatory veterinarian.

Animals that are non-negative on two successive DPP tests should be classified as reactors. Reactors must be

slaughtered and examined by a regulatory veterinarian for TB. Detailed procedures will be outlined by the
regulatory veterinarian if infection is found.

OTHER BOVINES ON THE PREMISES

Cattle and bison on the same farm with cervids must be kept biologically separate from the cervids unless the
cervids are in a TB qualified or TB accredited cervid herd. Questions about biological separation should be
directed to your local field veterinarian or private practitioner. Bovine (cattle and bison) biologically exposed to
TB unclassified captive cervids will be quarantined.



Cervid TB Importation Requirements*
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The animal(s) must be isolated at the herd of destination for 90 days and then re-
tested negative for TB before being comingled with the herd.
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Captive Cervids Moving to Tuberculosis-Free

ACCREDITED Herds WITHIN New York

r

New York TB
Accredited Herd

New York TB
Qualified Herd

New York TB Isolate animals
Unclassified Herd

r

New York CWD Monitored
Or Quarantined Herd

No additional testing is
needed.

ORIGIN PREMISES:
Individuals to be moved
must test TB negative within
90 days prior to movement,
unless individuals are
moving within 6 months
following the whole herd test
then no additional test is
required.

ORIGIN PREMISES:
Individuals to be moved must
be kept isolated and test
negative twice prior to
movement at least 90 days
apart with the second test
within 90 days of movement.

Live cervids cannot move.

Isolate animals

Isolate animals

DESTINATION PREMISES:
Animals(s) must be isolated
until test TB negative at least
90 days after arrival.

*Animals do not receive
accredited herd status for sale
or movement until they have
been included in the next whole
herd test. Will need to be
included during next whole herd
test even if under 1 year of age.

DESTINATION PREMISES:
Animals(s) must be isolated
until test TB negative at least
90 days after arrival.

*Animals do not receive
accredited herd status for sale
or movement until they have
been included in the next whole
herd test. Will need to be
included during next whole herd
test even if under 1 year of age.

-

New York TB
Accredited Herd

-
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Captive Cervids Moving to Tuberculosis

QUALIFIED Herds WITHIN New York

r

New York TB
Accredited Herd

New York TB
Qualified Herd

New York TB Isolate animals
Unclassified Herd

r

New York CWD Monitored
Or Quarantined Herd

No additional testing is
needed.

No additional testing is
needed.

ORIGIN PREMISES:
Individuals to be moved must
be kept isolated and test
negative twice prior to
movement at least 90 days
apart with the second test
within 90 days of movement.

Live cervids cannot move.

Isolate animals

DESTINATION PREMISES:
Animals(s) must be isolated
until test TB negative at least
90 days after arrival.

*Animals do not receive qualified
herd status for sale or
movement until they have been
included in the next whole herd
test. Will need to be included
during next whole herd test even
if under 1 year of age.

New York TB
Qualified Herd
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Captive Cervids Moving to Tuberculosis

UNCLASSIFIED Herds WITHIN New York

No additional testing is

needed.
e ori
Accredited Herd
No additional testing is >
needed. o

New York TB
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New York TB
Unclassified Herd

Live cervids cannot move.
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New York CWD Monitored
Or Quarantined Herd
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