QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Round 17-B Farmland Protection Implementation Grants
Request For Applications
(Funding Opportunity announced December 5, 2019)

PLEASE NOTE: An error was discovered on page 22 of the RFA0224 Request For
Applications document regarding the amount of available funds reserved for subsequent
contingency awards. We apologize for any confusion and inconvenience to you.

Erratum:

Item 3 (“Contingency Awards”) of Part B (“Determination of Awardees and Non-
Awardees”) of Section VIII (“Application Review and Awarding of Successful
Applications”) on page 22 of the Request For Applications (RFA) incorrectly states that
“$1.5 million” is available for contingency awards. As noted in Part B (“Available
Funds”) of Section V (“Detailed Specifications and Deliverables of the Funding
Agreement”) on page 8 of the RFA, the correct amount of available funds that has
been reserved for subsequent contingency awards is “$0.75 million.”

The following questions were submitted to the Department of Agriculture and Markets
regarding this Request For Applications (RFA) for Round 17-B Farmland Protection
Implementation Grants (Farm Operations in Transition Farmland Protection Initiative).

1. Q: (a) Is there a comprehensive list for which crops are considered part of
eligible operations? For instance, the RFA lists “certain vegetables (i.e.,
cabbage, potatoes, snap beans or sweet corn),” “certain cash grains (i.e., field
corn, rye, soybeans, triticale, wheat, winter wheat, or oats), sunflower seeds, or
alfalfa hay”, and “certain fruits (i.e., apples, concord grapes, fresh grapes, or
fresh sweet cherries) or hazelnuts.”

(b) The application (Questions 10 Part 1) does not seem to make a distinction
about the types of vegetables, grains, or fruit grown. Can you please clarify
which types of production are eligible for this grant and which are not?

A: (a) & (b): Please refer to page 6 of the Request For Applications (RFA) for
the crops and livestock associated with eligible Farm Operations (emphasis
added) for this grant opportunity:

(1) beef cattle or hogs;

(2) certain cash grains (i.e., field corn, rye, soybeans, triticale, wheat,
winter wheat, or oats), sunflower seeds, or alfalfa hay;

(3) certain fruits (i.e., apples, concord grapes, fresh grapes, or fresh
sweet cherries) or hazelnuts;

(4) maple sap; or

(5) certain vegetables (i.e., cabbage, potatoes, snap beans or sweet
corn).
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2. Q: (a) The RFA describes the review process for this grant to be Pass/Fail. This
is easy to understand for strictly objective criteria, such as minimum acreage, soil
requirements, and amount of land in production, but can you please give some
guidance on how these projects will be reviewed regarding Question 10a Part 2
on the application that requires a one-page narrative describing how the
applicant operation is being effected by unfair trade practices, increasing debt,
changing consumer preference, and climate change?

(b) 1t would also be helpful to know what type of corroborating materials the state
is looking for and what would be considered insufficient.

A: (a) The Department is simply requesting a narrative that gives some insight
and a brief explanation as to how one (or more) of the negative factors listed on
pages 4-5 of the RFA are affecting the Farm Operation(s) that comprise a given
application. If the Department finds that the applicant’s response either includes
ambiguous references to those factors or lacks substantive information that
addresses this specific question, the Department will request a clarification of the
information contained in this upload or the Department will request more
substantive information be provided.

(b) Part 2 of Program Specific Question #10 requires a one-page upload
consisting of a narrative that addresses that specific question. The question
does not request that any “corroborating materials” be submitted as part of an
application; therefore, no such materials are expected or desired to be submitted.
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