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Post-Closing Conservation Easement Certification
(Submit as part of the Final Report)

The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets (“Department”) awarded funds to {FPIG awardee} ______________________________ for the purchase of a conservation easement on the {name} _______________________________ farm pursuant to grant agreement {FPIG contract number} _______________ between the {FPIG awardee} ______________________________ and the Department.  The conservation easement was transferred at a closing held on ____________________, 20___. 

By signing below, I, as the Project Manager, certify the following:

· Department funds were used solely for acquiring and paying the eligible costs associated with the acquisition of a Conservation Easement as set forth on the attached FPIG Project Closing Statement. 

· The Baseline Documentation Report is complete and has been signed.

· At the time of closing, the property was in the same condition as documented in the Baseline Documentation report, and that I have no knowledge of any new or changed land use from those that existed during the Department’s review of the project file.

· Attached is a copy of the fully executed and recorded conservation easement and recording information.

· Attached is a copy of the final title insurance policy.


Dated: _______________________			____________________________________
							      [Project Manager]





[bookmark: _GoBack]By signing below, I, as the Project Attorney, certify the following:

· A title “stub search” was conducted as of the date of the closing to ensure that no additional title matters had arisen since the time of the title commitment; title insurance was obtained in an amount at least equal to the FPIG award; and there were no additional exceptions or any modifications to the exceptions to coverage that were previously disclosed to the Department.
· Evidence that property taxes were paid in full was provided at the closing, except for taxes not yet due and payable.
· The conservation easement and all other documents for recording or filing were promptly recorded or filed with the County Clerk’s Office.
· The Property Boundary Survey was separately and simultaneously filed with the conservation easement in the County Clerk’s Office.
· I complied with all applicable requirements of Article 49, Title 3 (Conservation Easements) of the Environmental Conservation Law.



Dated: ___________________________		____________________________________
									[Project Attorney]
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