EUROPEAN CRANE FLY

Tipula oleracea and Tipula paludosa

European Crane Fly (ECF) are relatively large, semi-aquatic (as larvae) insects. Adults live only a
short time whereas larvae may live for a year or more in moist soil feeding on organic matter and
plant tissue. A few ECF have adapted to survival in the relatively drier soils away from permanent
APHIS/PPQ ;
v - - water. These species are a concern when they feed on the roots of turf or
CCE / 2 i\ & 4y other commercially important plants. Certain crane flies can be especially
| ' L damaging to newly planted grass. Of particular concern are T. paludosa,
the European Crane Fly and T. oleracea.

IDENTIFICATION: Crane Fly adults resemble large mosquitoes but do
not bite. Usually brown in color with long, slender
wings and long legs. They are weak fliers so
generally occur near permanent water and are "
attracted to lights during summer evenings. Last
instar larvae are somewhat larger than adults and typically dark grey in ZErErerememm

color. Larvae have no legs. ECFWING DIAGRAM
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* Four instars
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* Emergence over 2 -3 8
weeks in Septamber K
*Will emerge, mate & lay
most eggs in the same night
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11| by % Larvas pupats late August to sarly September
= Wriggle to surface for adult to emerge
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